
National Docent Symposium Council 

Thank you! 
As a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization we rely on the 
generosity of our donors to fulfill our mission. 
Administered solely by volunteers who are active docents at 
museums and institutions throughout the U.S. and Canada, 
the NDSC provides resources and opportunities for 
continuing education and idea exchange for docents and 
guides across North America and beyond. Your support 
makes a difference!

Donations for the period September 2019 - June 2020

Why I give… 

“I consider the National Docent 
Symposium Council (NDSC) and 
the biennial Symposium to be my 
professional network.  Through 
my affiliation with the NDSC I have 
broadened my scope of learning 
and sharing best practices and 
new ideas. I look to them for 
guidance of what it means to be a 
docent in times of great change in 
our cultural institutions. “ 

Mina Shea - Docent, Fine Arts 
Museums of San Francisco   

Great ideas… 

“I support the National Docent 
Symposium Council because as a 
docent I benefit greatly from 
sharing ideas with others across 
the country.  I also benefit from 
continuing to educate myself on 
best practices and have picked up 
many great ideas for tours from 
the Handbook.  NDS provides a 
wonderful service for docents and 
guides. I am enjoying being part 
of the Facebook Forum, too!”

Molly Mullin, Docent, 
Weatherspoon Art Museum on 
the campus of UNCG. 
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“

Sharing the collective 
experience… 

“COVID-19 has been devastating 
for museums but it has also 
challenged docents to develop 
innovative ways to engage our 
visitors, whether virtually or, 
eventually, within the constraints 
of safe distancing. The National 
Docents Forum on Facebook has 
been tireless in its efforts to share 
the collective experience and 
suggestions from docents across 
the country. The pragmatic 
approaches and tools that have 
arisen from these discussions are 
invaluable..” 

Jack Fitzsimmons, Docent, Palm 
Springs Art Museum 

A docent community…

“I’ve been engaged with the 
NDSC in one way or another for 
7 years.  Since my first 
Symposium in SF in 2013, I’ve 
been hooked on the incredibly 
useful docent Forum, website, 
and network the Council 
provides.  I appreciate how much 
I’ve learned from docents from 
so many different places—and 
how much fun I’ve had getting to 
know them.” 

Jan Thorman, Docent, Walters Art 
Museum 
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